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Dr Moojan Momen provides readers with an accessible and insightful introduction to the Shi'i branch

of Islam, taking us from its beginnings after the death of the Prophet Muhammad through to the

present day. As well as providing a historical overview, the book also introduces readers to Shi'i

doctrines and practices, explains the key differences between the Shi'i and Sunni branches of

Islam, and addresses the role and position of women within Shi'i communities.
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"The author admirably manages to provide beginners with a succinct account of Shi'i Islam, its

people, history, culture, theology, and contemporary manifestations... a welcome addition to the

growing field of Shi'i Studies." -- Dr Ahab Bdaiwi, Islamic and Iranian History, University of St

Andrews "An extremely timely, wonderfully succinct and very handy overview of the history,

doctrines and practices that distinguish Shi'i Islam. The volume also contains up-to-date information

on the many Shi'i communities across the world. This is an indispensable addition to Oneworld's

Beginner's Guide series." -- Dr Andrew J Newman, Reader in Islamic Studies and Persian,

University of Edinburgh

Dr. Moojan Momen has lectured at many universities on topics in Middle Eastern studies and

religious studies. A graduate of the University of Cambridge and a Fellow of the Royal Asiatic

Society, his previous books include The Baha'i Faith: A Beginner's Guide which was also published

by Oneworld.
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